
BOTANY
I.—What are the organs of vegetation?

Root, stem and leaves.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
I.—What is the "fall line" and why are so many cities situated on it?

The "fall line" is an imaginary line running parallel to
the Atlantic Ocean from Pennsylvania southward. It marks
the place where the Continental block suddenly dips, and
lands between it and the sea being low-lying. Cities are
situated upon it because all rivers crossing it have falls and
thus supply power. The rivers are navigable up to this line
and the cities are seaports and at the same time have easy
communication with the interior.

ANCIENT HISTORY
I.—Write briefly of the Assyrian Empire.

The Assyrian Empire was founded in 1250 B. C. It rapidly
increased in power and subjugated Babylon, Phoenicia,
Judaea and Egypt. The Assyrians had a long line of warlike
kings, among whom Tiglath Pilescr, Sargon and Sennacherib
were the most important. They were a military people and
cared little for art. science or literature. Their architecture
and religion were both borrowed from the Chaldeans. They
were a Semitic people and their language resembled that of
the Hebrews. Their chief city was Nineveh, situated on the
east bank of the Tigris River.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT
I.—Desoribe two important institutions of our national government that

are not provided for in the constitution.
Two important institutions of our national government

not provided for by the constitution are the President's cabi¬
net and the national conventions for nominating presidential
candidates. The President's cabinet consists of nine officers,
each of whom is at the head of a department, while collec¬
tively they serve as an advisory board for the President.
The nominating conventions of the two great political

parties are made up of delegates from the various states, each
state being entitled to twice as many delegates as it has
members of congress. The delegates are chosen by state
conventions.

Beriberi. By Edward B. Vedder, A.M., M.D., Captain Medical
Corps, U. S. Army. The Cartwright Prize of the Alumni of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Medical Department of Colum-
bia University, New York, for 1913, and published by Permission of
the Surgeon-General of U. S. Army. Cloth. Price, $4 net. Pp. 427,with 51 illustrations. New York: William Wood & Co., 1913.
This book presents what is known in regard to beriberi.

The history of the disease, its distribution, pathologic anatomy
and clinical features, its relation to rice and its etiology as

revealed by recent investigations, infantile beriberi, ship
beriberi, epidemic dropsy, and theoretical and practical con-
siderations are the principal subdivisions. There are an

extensive bibliography and good indexes. Beriberi being "a
disease resulting from faulty metabolism, usually only seen

in those persons who eat rice as the staple article of diet"
and caused by the "deficiency of certain vitamins in the
food," Captain Vedder urges the appointment of an inter-
national commission to discuss the ways and means necessary
to abolish the use of highly milled or polished rice, which no

longer contain the necessary vitamins. As the disease is
preventable by such seemingly simple means, this recommenda-
tion certainly is a sensible one. The book is heartily com-
mended to all who are interested in beriberi and similar dis-
eases. If a new edition is wanted the author should revise
the book carefully with a view to improving' the literary form.
A Laboratory Course in Physiology. By Walter B. Cannon,

A.M., M.D., George Higginson, Professor of Physiology in the Har-
vard Medical School. Second Edition. Cloth. Price, $2.50. Pp.
137. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 1913.
This is an outline of carefully selected and arranged experi-

ments for a laboratory course in physiology, especially for
medical students. The ideals and aims of laboratory instruc-
tion are well stated by Dr. Cannon in these words: "That
the student may receive the greatest benefit from the dis-
cipline of his study, it is essential that he be placed as far
as possible on his own resources. He should be required to
make and record his own observations, draw his own con-

clusions, and be urged to suggest further experiments to
test these conclusions." The author does not strictly fol-

low this ideal in the book, because in many instances the
experiments are outlined in such great detail that nothing is
left for the student save the mechanical work. The outline
contains no experiments or demonstrations on the organs of
internal secretion. It would seem that a laboratory course
in physiology in all our first-class medical schools ought
to include some work in this important chapter of physiology.
Handbuch der Speziellen Pathologie des Harns. Von Dr.

Med. Ferdinand Blumenthal. Universit\l=a"\tsprofessor in Berlin. Paper.
Price, $4.25. Pp. 492. New York: Rebman Company, 1913.
This excellent work is a continuation of the author's

"Pathologie des Harns am Krankenbett," published about ten
years ago. It is rather too large and extensive for the gen-
eral student or practitioner, but should be found a valuable
addition to the library. The author has not only set himself
the task of discussing, both from the practical and theoretical
points of view, the many variations to be found in the urine
in widely diversified conditions of a local or general nature,
but has also elaborated the diagnostic, prognostic and thera-
peutic deductions to be drawn therefrom. That he has suc-
ceeded admirably in carrying his work to a satisfactory com-

pletion is evidenced by perusal of the book. The subject\x=req-\
matter is presented in a clear, forceful and comprehensive
manner, while the arguments and conclusions are convincing.
Bibliographic references are numerous, but it is to be noted
that the rather voluminous work of American workers on

the various subjects connected with the urine has been largely
overlooked. This is, however, not a personal failing of the
author, but is, rather, a German custom. There need be no

hesitancy in recommending this book to the special worker in
this field, as it covers the ground in a thoroughly satisfactory
manner and gives an enormous mass of detail. For the gen¬
eral worker it should prove valuable as a reference work.

Theorie und Praxis der Inneren Medizin. Ein Lehrbuch f\l=u"\r
Studierende und Aerzte. Von Dr. Erich Kindborg. Volume III.
Cloth. Price, 13 marks. Pp. 751, with 75 illustrations. Berlin:
S. Karger, 1914.
In this volume Kindborg brings to a successful conclusion

his attempt to combine the needed knowledge of the funda-
mental medical sciences with the clinical description of dis-
ease. The account of diseases of the kidneys is preceded by
a considerable treatise on the examination of the urine. The
author even includes the methods of cryoscopy and the deter-
mination of the electrical conductivity of the urine, which he
acknowledges are too time-consuming and technical for use
by the general practitioner. The subject of cystoscopy is illus-
trated by cuts from actual photographs showing the condition
of the bladder in various diseases. The examination of the
blood is fully described and well illustrated. The general
character of the articles corresponds to that of the first two
volumes. The whole forms a valuable handbook for the Ger-
man reader.

Medicolegal

Having Syphilis Not Conduct Unbecoming an Officer
(People ex rei, Langdon v. Waldo, Police Commissioner (N. Y.),.

143 N. Y. Supp. 818)
The Supreme Court of New York, Appellate Division, Second

Department, says that this relator was dismissed from the
police force of the city of New York on a finding of guilty
on charges of conduct unbecoming an officer. The specifica¬
tion was that he had contracted syphilis at some time in»
the past, and was then affected with it. There was proof in
the record that syphilis is an infectious disease, and the court
may take judicial notice that it may be contracted by a per¬
son entirely innocent of sexual commerce with one tainted
therewith. No attempt was made to show that the relator
contracted directly this disease as the result of immoral prac¬
tices or of loose conduct. On the other hand, he was not
suffered to testify that such was not the cause of his affliction,
if that ailment was established to the satisfaction of the trial
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